The effect of chemotherapy on osteosarcoma.
The aim of this study was to evaluate the effect of chemotherapy on osteosarcoma by comparing the histologic pattern of primary tumors with that of their metastases. Therefore the primary tumors and metastases in 11 patients were macroscopically and histologically classified according to the Enneking and Broder systems as well as our own method. Three of 11 patients developed metastases with a less malignant pattern, 8 patients developed metastases which were as malignant as the primary tumor. The chemotherapeutics used had either an insubstantial effect or none at all on the differentiation of immature tumorous structures in the metastases and treatment did not lead to the expected improvement. Only the patients in whom, according to our own system, the primary tumors were classified as less malignant, are still alive.